
Introduction: World War I

It’s been almost a century since the First World War star-
ted, but its memory still resides in most people’s conscien-
ce like very few other past events. 
The 1914-1918’s war was extraordinarily ferocious. It pro-
duced and spread all over the world the horrors and an-
xieties of the 20th century, involving millions of soldiers 
as well as citizens, leaving a terrible trail of death behind, 
using new and more devastating weapons, destroying the 
territory and creating enormous artistic emergencies. Be-
sides the injustices, the frustrations, the seeds for new 
wars that the first conflict left as inheritance to Europe, it 
also gave birth to a grief-centered, bellicose, barbaric and full of hate culture. 

The Italian front of this huge conflict is usually remembe-
red abroad thanks to the battle, and the resulting defe-
at, of Caporetto. History books narrate about the military 
strategies, statistics list the slain, the disabled and the wi-
dows. 

To Friuli Venezia Giulia and Veneto though, as well as to 
Austria and Slovenia, the memory is even more intense and 
upsetting. The war walked over these territories, it shred 
people and feelings and drained all natural resources. 

These are the territories where most of those terrifying battles took place. These are the territories 
where so many young people, coming both from the Kingdom of Italy and the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire, found death. Here, from May 1915 to October 1918, for twenty-nine endless months, the two 
armies fought harshly. The Julian and Carnic Alps, but above all the Karst, witnessed to twelve blo-
odthirsty battles. The plain, on the other hand, became, at first, an enormous rear guard for the Italian 
army, and then, an invasion-field for Austrian troops. 

In the meantime, on the high plateau of Asiago and on 
Mount Grappa, the Austrian assaults smashed Italian alpi-
ne troopers. 
 
After the defeat of Caporetto and the following withdra-
wal of Italian troops, the frontline moved on the Piave 
where three massive conflicts took place: the”Arrest bat-
tle”, that stopped the Austrian; the”Solstice battle”the 
ultimate great onslaught that struck the enemy, and the 
following”Final battle”in Vittorio Veneto that led to victo-



ry and to the armistice. 
Local people’s lives were deeply and irrevocably changed by war. Many evidences still testify war’s pas-
sage over this region, as well as the courage and the spirit of sacrifice shown by those who were called 
to arms: abandoned fortifications and shelters, trenches and paths, posts, milestones, monuments and 
museums represent just as many memories, through which is possible to recall and recollect emotions, 
hopes and fears of those who were involved in the war. 

The route: the province of Gorizia

Coordinates: 45.787468, 13.592384

Mount Ermada, in the territory of Duino-Aurisina, is 
one of the most symbolic WWI battlefields. Because 
of its strategic position, that permits to control both 
the passages towards Trieste and the valley of Breto-
vizza (Brestovica, Slovenia), it became the cornersto-
ne of the southern front. 

The Austrians turned the mountain into a huge for-
tification with trenches and many shelters, dug into 
rock, or adapted from existing caves. Thousands of 
Italian soldiers died trying to conquer this last austro-
hungarian fortress on the way to Trieste. Around the top, many items witness the ancient conflict: for-
tifications, caverns, observatories, wrecked passages and underground shelters for men and cannons. 

The austro-hungarian war cemetery of Aurisina rises at the bottom of a karstic basin (dolina), where 1. 
934 Austrian WWI soldiers rest. They died approximately between 1915 and 1917 in the land between 
Monfalcone and Mount Ermada. 

The graveyard, encircled by a rock wall, is marked by rough stone crosses, on which are engraved, in 
pairs, the names of the soldiers, among whom lies the Italian Giovanni Driol, soldier of the 56th Infan-

try Regiment. 
Near the mouth of the near Timavo, in San Giovanni, 
a few kilometers from Mount Ermada, stands, on a 
rocky outcrop, the monument to the”Wolves of Tu-
scany”, the brave soldiers of the brigade Tuscany, 
who were engaged in attacks during the May of 1917 
in the tenth battle of the Isonzo. 

In 1916 they conquered Mount Sabotino and Dosso 
Faiti. Thanks to their value and courage they were 
nicknamed”Wolves”by the enemies themselves. At 

the end of the war, the brigade was awarded the gold medal for military valor. 

The monument consists of two bronze wolves: the first points toward Mount Ermada and is portrayed 
while calling the herd, the other keeps his eyes down, as to control the movements of the enemy. 
In the nearby, a memorial stone is dedicated to Major John Randaccio, the commander of the brigade 
who died during the tenth battle and is still buried in the Heroes Cemetery of Aquileia. 

Austro-Hungarian war cemetery



Coordinates: 45.651466, 13.767616

On October 24, 1917, Austro-hungarian troops burst 
through the northern front of Isonzo and encircled 
the II^ Italian Army in Caporetto. 
The battle was tragic to the Italians who lost a great 
deal of assets and men. 
350.000 soldiers beat a disorganized retreat while 
400.000 citizens run away from the invaded zones. 
The defeat of Caporetto caused the collapse of the 
entire front and the retreat that stopped only on the 
first front of the Piave, and saw Italy withstand the 
Austrian onslaught and then, in early October 1918, 
launch an offensive that ended with the defeat of the Austro-Germans. On November 3, Italian soldiers 
entered in Trento and, in the meantime, the bersaglieri, who went ashore in Trieste, found a joyful 
crowd on the dock. Fanfare in the head, the regiment walked towards the Oberdan barrack; trumpets 
played the famous song”Girls of Trieste”and the city became a riot. People came out in the streets to 
celebrate the liberation, and women milled around to snatch a feather from the soldiers’ hats. 
Trieste dedicated a monument to this episode which was built in the exact landing spot. The memorial 
is a complex of bronze statues that depicts a bersagliere, with a banner, and two girls while sewing 

a tricolor flag to show at the Italians’ arrival in the 
city. The monument was inaugurated in 2004, as a 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the return of 
Trieste to Italy. (45.651466 - 13.767616)

Victory’s Lighthouse, which is visible from the co-
astal road leading into town, is yet another token 
of”Italianity”in Trieste. 
It was built in 1927 by architect Arduino Berlam who 
wanted it both to guide mariners and to be a me-
morial to those who lost their lives in the sea during 

WWI. On the wide stand at the base (in which is incorporated a round bastion of the former Austrian 
fort of Kressich, where a gun battery was built by the Austrian government, in defense of the Gulf of 
Trieste) rises a column. A capital supports the”coffa”(literally”crow’s nest”, it’s an explicit reference to 
ships masts), in which the bronze crystal cage of the lantern is inserted and covered by a dome deco-
rated with bronze scales. 
At the apex of the dome stands the copper statue of the Winged Victory, underneath there’s that of 
the Unknown Sailor, under which it is affixed the anchor of the Audace (the first Italian ship to enter 
the port of Trieste on November 3,1918). 
(45.675598 - 13.756878)

In Prosecco there’s one of the most important Austro-Hungarian graveyards in Italy. It is located at the 
bottom of a sinkhole and contains the remains of 5,050 men who lost their lives in battles on the Ison-
zo and on Karst during the First World War. The family names engraved on the crosses are of German, 
Slavic, Hungarian, Polish and also Italian strain, as to witness the multiplicity of peoples who made up 
the Habsburg Empire. (45.7117 - 13.728875) 

Trieste e Prosecco
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